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fink 6 our Meditacions on the Nature; cafon, and 
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 Ts:the Lan then. againſt the. Promiſes of God? Gelfabits 
- For if: there bad beeria Lam given, which could bane! 
given lije, ei Righteouſneſs ſhould: henedeon: b tho 
as” 

Bue the Seripture bath concbeded all under Sn, tharths. 
"Fragen by Faith of Jeſus wc night Kos Lion #6 hand 
that believe. 


a CANNOUNOre is cclebence ih 
emory of th js i of" our 

Reed | Lord, (the Piotis pur e-of 
our. preſent - Aſſembling )*than-by 


Deſign of that moſt wonderful Unds 
Condelvenſion-of the Sowef God; / Th 


Day.” Nocthat we are to neglc&'the gee: * 
bare Narrative of the-thingdone affords yery prof 
and wfefut entereainryenttor this Seafon;- It tcfrt 
Kerry inall the ye. 6 rr ra of: 
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the Celeſtial Choir, which aſſiſted at that Solemnity ; 
then to accompany the Eaftern Sages conducted 

a Light held out from Heaven, to behold the place 
where: theinfinite Infantlay ;to-read the wondrous 
Hiſtory of the New-born-Babe,as it was:fairly writ- 
ren, long: before his-Birth, 11-the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament, cencerning the Tribe, the Family,the 
Name;-the Place, the Time, and the Manner of. the 
Nativity of: Him; who'was God. as well as- Man... All 
this is the work of the Day , and you havedone it 
often, and the Church hath taken care by the Plalms. 
and -Leſſons,. and. other parts of. the proper: Service; 
that itſhauld never be quite emitted: & 
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Bur there 18.ſtill further and more lofty matter of 
Meditation in the Mercics and Myſteries of this Day : 
A Day contriy'd- from all Ecermity,. prefigur'd from: 

_ all Anqiquity, , which che. Fa/neſs of Time produc'd, 
* which Holy: Church and Holy Men in all Ages 
ladly. commemorate ; which Angels gaze: at with: 
Ecitaſieand Rapture,. and which both Men and An- 
gels ſhall eternally celebrate with ſhouts of Joy and. 
everlaſting Hellelujab's. - Some part of this abound- 
ing. Theme 15 reſented to you y the words of my 
Text, in-which 15. contain'd this principal Propoſt- 
won. ; That.the Law was np door yt Diſc. 
penſation. preparatory to: the Goſpel; and.the Proof, - 
a taken . from the | VB ah of the Law to- 
ctc& what, God mainly Propovul to.himſelt,, the 
cternal Happineſs of Mankind. For'if - there had-been, 
« Law groen, which could have given life, verily Righ-. 


02 (2: 


ee, OI RIS 7 IE. EIA -a Evo "7 A ' 


edema, i . 


ee we - — 


_ EG; 29 424.27; ep is AGRA RG ar 1 AE 4 
L 


before the Kd'N G. 


Teoulneſe ſbould have been by the Law. Bat the Scripture 
hath concluded all. under' St , that the Promiſe by Faith: 


of Feſus Chriſt might be given to them that believe. 


| In the whole Argument, 25 it lics in theſe words, 


there are, at leaſt, four Particularsor Propoſitions : 
Firſt, That Man of himſelf has no Title to Im- 
mortal Lite. Thus 1s pO TIE" becauſe. 
God conttives a way to:render. hint fazrly capablerof 
being ſaved: CIR 1s 2 ers Don iog Sm 
Secondly, God- ſincercly: deſires the Life, that is, 
the Salvation. of Men, . and -has-propos'd Mcans: re- 
gularly ro Accomplifh it. 758 | NN 1625 omuds 
- Thirdly, This was not,, could not be,.by:the.Law 
of Moſes; But;. be 11g ed bang whe 
Fourthly, By the Grace.and Mercy exhibited to. 
the World 1n:Jeſus Chriſt ;. or, 1n the. words of the 
Text, by the Promiſe, which by Faith.of Fefris Chrift, is 
given to them that beljeve.. 1 01 oo |! cg; 
As for the firſt of theſe;: It*is- very evident, - that. 


. 
+ a 


we are naturally without any. plea for Eternal Life... 
The. promiſe. of. Immortality» was: free runmericed. 
Bounty, even to our Firſt-Parents, ,whilft they ſtood 
adorned with all the beauties of a ſpotleſs Innocence. 


The longeſt life. of Man all ſpent-in -moſt unbles 


muſhed. uniform Obedience to: his. Creators Laws - 
could meritnothingatall; much-lc{ the incitimable_ 
reward of -Evcclatting: Glory.:'' Degth;indeed; s;as - 
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Is 


we arc told, the natural;and_ dearly carn'd-wages offs: 5 
Sin, but. Eternal Life is, the. gift- of God, + The -farik 
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_ ginal Title:to an happy Everlaſting; Life. ' Buz, y 
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then harmleſly- reſtores him'to Dry-land,: and-all ab 
the Command of 'God.. . 'Zhe. Stars ini their coutſes jug-520: 
fight againſt Silera: (Fire and! Hail, Snow ant Vapor, ri.ryr, 
and Stormy Whal ure falfilling bis Word: -:Thefe:and/al 
things ale rejoyce in his : Commandment, arc ready upon 


Earth when 'need is, and when their time is come, they Ecus.19-31, 


ſball not tranſoreſs his Word, @c.. But Man, -only[Manz 
bike a pamperd Rebel, grown great add infolentby 
the abus'd: Indulgence: of! his Prince baghted 
the firſt and eaſieſt Trial of. his Obedience, :and- 
proudly diſdam'd .to acknowledge any Lord:over 
na fo 011-26 os 61.0417, MERE 5M hz 
[Butwhavif: ho:docshis be: What:hashebf, his 
own to offer to his/God?: Whotharb firft:giuen tohim, . 
and it ſball be recompenced unto him: again © Adam: 
him had nothing bur whatwasgiverrchim., why 
ſhould heigfary thenasif he hadnut reverved it?2' Brit 
theh, agam, 'whatproportionBtherei/botrwocantanite: 
Performances and-1nfimee Rewards ?: Nay ,; tho we - 
undergo the: ſharpeſt afflictions.un the diſcharge of 


our Dutics,; we-are 'to..reckon:with'St.Puml; that the Romdty-. 


ſufferings 6f.. the -preſeat. thne are-aot wovthy 110 be:1com- 
nab. Lt ans fbatthbe inal; as: u1-onc- 
place; that far more exceeding and. eternal weight - of » Car.4.37; 
Glory, ashe expreſſeth tan another. 'Sprthat.armuſt. =» 
be agreed] as a thmg{dvidentboth from Soriperire 
and right Reaſon,: tharMarihasno Nacuraland On-- 


torall chat, it iS molt certain that God did bei 
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on him; an! Immorcal' Soul', 'not: with:a defign:ro 
deſtroy it, again, but on purpoſe that he might live 
--:v»-for ever .with himſelf in Eternal! Glory. But che 
::,.1..: Apoſtate: Seraphiz: etvied ſo great' a Priviicge'to 
a New:made Creature, io far inferiour.to humfelt; and 
Man was preſently'cheated of it, foon tempted to 
 - fortcit his Inhentance by violating an cafic Precepr, 
that had:bcca/givea him as 'a trial of his: Obedi- 
ence andthe Condinonof all the Happinefsthat was 
pranijſeds' winch: leads to the Second! Propokition 
bencgmabind© Tat: [2 ito os ut gf 
2, __.. For to our.Comfort we.know, that God: did not 
deſert Man, miſerable Man, fal'n, as he was, helpleſs 
and hopetc(s:1n himifelt, buc:unmediacely reach'd 
down his hand. from Heaven; and raisd him from 
the groveling condition wherein he lay, fet him' on 
his-tectagain,” and bid bimlookup:and make a new 
Adventure: fora Crown:of Glory.i: He remits the 
forſeuureof ithe broken'Covenanc;:iand: vouckſates 
to cnter on'd new. Treaty with his revolted Creature, 
b ma=rg. I affording him a better Hope, . a better Covenant , efta- 1 
| HebbG 1 bſbedwpon better Promiſes. Thus was'it the happineſs A 
-of >the Creature, that-God:ftall propoſed and pur- 
Aued; in all \his difpehfations' towards the Sons of | 
: .1i;It1as: true,-indeed; that;under- the; Occonomy of 
_ <theLaw the'Kmgdom of ;bicaven and Eternal Life 
-Wcreburt 1mpetfectly: difcover'd through Veils, and 
Signs, and-T ypes,  Myitcries| and Mctaphors, Sha- 
| dows, Clouds and Darkneſs, : ſuitableto the meaner | 
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genius of that Diſcipline, which was but imperfe&t, | 
as Euſebius expreſlceth 1t, and agrecable to the weak- Ame mn 


neſs of that Childiſh People , who were to be ma- # wnwmer. | 
- Euſeb.Dem. E- 


naged and conducted by ir. Butit is abſurd to con- varglib.r<6. 
clude from thence, That the utmoſt Felicity pro- Za 4% 
poſed to the Fews was only a far Land and a Jong *g re, 
Life, Milk and Hony, Peace and Plenty, and, at the #&-1ibiz 
laſt, the Burial, perhaps, of Men, but the Death of 
Bruits. If this wereall, the Swine they loath'd were 
as happy as themſelves. But they were Men, a 
Nation highly favour'd and honour'd by God, far 
/ aboveallother Families of the Earth; a Peculiar and 
— Choſen People, to whom were committed the Oracles of 
God; and to whom pertained. the Adoption, and the 
Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, 
and the Service of God, and the Promiſes : whoſe are the 
Fathers, and of whom , as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt 
came, They were our Elder Brothers, as 1c were, - 
_ and the Firit-born of the World; and that Inhe- 
ritance, which we now all fo happily enjoy in com- 
mon, ſeemed, for a good while, to be entail'd only 
on the Houſe of Facob. Rt 
6 | The very Points 1n controverſie between the Pha- + 
; - riſees and the Saddaces ſufficiently prove, thar the 
Expectations of another Lite had- been of old re- 
cely'd and entertain'd by that People. And our 
Saviour put to fiicnce thoſe thar veatur'd to deny it, 
by a plain proof of the Matter drawn from the very - -- - ** 
Pentateuch, that ſmall Portion of Scripture , which 
the: Sadduces would own for Authentick Canon. 
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A Sermon Preached 


Many places there are in the Books of the Prophets, 
which cannot receive a full Interpretation withour 
the ſuppoſition of a Future State , among{t-which 
Porphyrie himſelf cannot hinder, but that of Daniel 
Pex12-2,3- will (till. be one: Many of them that ſleep in the Duſt 
ſhall awake, ſome to Everlaſting Life, and ſome to Shame 
and Everlaſting Contempt ; to which, as the Father 
&4uz.de CV: ObIErVES, OUT Saviour makes a juſt Parallel in thoſe - 
Jokn5.28,29- words: Al that are in the Grave ſhall hear his Voice, 
and ſhall come forth; they that have done gocd unto the 
Reſurrefion of Life, and they that have done evil to the 
Reſurreftion of Damnation. The famous Petition of 
the Thief on the Croſs , and our Saviours gracious 
Reply to ir, rogether with many plain and direct 
Paſlages in Foſephus and the: molt Ancient Rabbjns, 
concerning a Future Felicity for the Pious , and bo 
cage for Irreligious Perſons, put it out of all doubr, | 
that the Doctrine of a Future Life was far from | 
being fo ſtrange and unrecey'd a Thing among(t 
the Zews, as ſome would repreſentit. We need not 
therefore wonder to find in the Catalogue of 01d 
Teftament-Saints, recorded 1n the Epiſtle to the 
Heb.11.35.. ZTebrews; Many that were tortured , not accepting deli- 
werance , that they might obtain a better Reſurreflion. 
But _ theſe. gracious Purpoſes of God for our 
Eternal Good were far more 1lluſtriouſly manifeſted . ++ 
in the Goſpel, through which Chriſt hath broght 
: Tim11o, Life and Immortality to light, And that makes way 
tor our Third Propoſition. . 


That 
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That the Life intended for, and propoſed to man 3 
could not be obtain'd by the Law of Meſes ; and 
therefore all muſt be devoly'd on the Foxrth , the 
Mercy and Promiſe of God, which, by Faith of Feſas 
Chriſt is given to them that believe. I need not lead 

you from the 7ext or Chapter, of which it isa part, 

to find abundant proof of the Impotency of the 

Law of Meſes : It is the Argument almoſt of eyery 

Verſe. As many as are of the Works of the Law are under ver 15, 
the Curſe. No Man is juflified by the Law in the ſight of »* 
God, The ſame had been avouch'd twice or thrice 

in the former Chapter. It 1s needleſs to allege more &#p2-16. 
Teſtimonies of the Truth of a thing {o evident. 
It 1sthe Argument not only of this Epiſtle, but, in 
a manner, of the whole Book of God : Ir is the 
very Foundation of the Goſpe/: If 1t be otherwiſe, 
Chriſt died in vain, and our Faith is vain. ÞFor if that fb.8.2. * 
firſt Covenant had been faultleſs , there ſhould no place 
have been fought for the ſecond. 

Here therefore happily begins our Fearth Parti- 
cular, tze Occonomy of the Goſpel. For God bath ,,... 
concluded all under Unbelief , that he might have mercy 
pon All: Or in the words,ct my Text, The Scriptare 
hath concluded -all under Sin, that the Promiſe by Faith 
of Feſus Chriſl might be given to them that believe. 
There was no room tor Repentance, for ſecond 


Thoughts, allowed by the 'Tenour of the former - 


Covcnants: I the day thou eateft thereof thou jhalt 
ſurely die. That was the unrelenting Rigour of the 
firft Law; and the rigid Condition of the Law of 

* . WY PP 
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Gal. Z.FO, 


Moſes is carefully remembred by the Apoſtle in this 
Chapter: Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things, which are written in the Book of the Law to do 
them. A very uncomfortable and fcightful San&tion 
itis, ſufficient, of it ſelf, ro repreſcnt that Law as a 


Schoolmaſter, as it is ſtiI'd, qualified not only to bring, 


but to drive us unto Chrijt. 

Thanks be therefore to God through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, who by the propitious Myſtery of this 
Day, and the ſaving Conſequences of it, hath re- 


deemed us from the Curſe of the Law, Himſelf being 


made a Curſe for us ; who did all that could be re- 
quir'd in the greatelt Rigour, and yet ſufter'd too the 
greateſt; that we, who of .our ſelves could do 


nothing, as we ought to- do, nught yet ſuffer no- 


thing; bur, being by him enabled to do all things, 
may be made Heirs, even joynt Heirs with himſelf of 


Eternal Glory. And this it 1s, that makes up our 


preſent Rejoycing. The Birth of Chriſt was the 
Death of the Law : For He was the End of the Law, 
and putan end toit alſo, as 1t 15 taken 1n competition 
with the Goſpel. | 

For we well know tmat it 1s not always ſo, and 
therefore can eaſily reconcile thoſe difterent and 
contrary Accounts, which are given of 1t in the New 
Teſtament. 

As 1t 1s conſidered abſolutely in it ſelf, without 
regard and ſubordination to our Bleſſed Lord, who 
e1ves ſtrength for the fulfilling of the Moral part of 
1c, and 1s the ſubtance and accompliſhment of the 
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Ceremonial; it 1s repreſented full of :Terrors as to 
Man, and under Characters of Diſparagement and 
Diminution to 1t felf. Thus 1t 15 ſaid to be aboliſhed 
and diſannull'd, that it was but until Fohn; that it was 
given by Moſes, who was faithful, but as a Servant; 
whereas Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s 
Lord and Heir of all things: That it flops every 


Mouth, and makes all the World become guilty before 
God; that it cannot 7uſtifie or make Righteous: It 1s 


not only refle&ted on as a leſs excellent Miniſtry, a 
Covenant not faultleſs, unprofitable, decayed, waxen old, 
a Shadow, and vaniſhing away; but it. is hkewiſe 


ſeverely cenſured as an wnſupportable Toak, and that. 
which worketh Wrath and Death : It isſaid indeed to. 
be weak; but tor all that we are told, that it is the 


ſtrength of Sin, a Letter that kalleth , and the Miniſtra« 


tion of Condemnation and Death; that it 1s a Curſe 


and Enmity, winch Chrift aboliſhed and ſlew, the oldneſs 
of the Letter, and dead; that there was made of neceſ- 


fity a change of the Law, and accordingly that we are 


not now under the Law, but under Grace. At this rate 
1s1t expos'd and vilified, when conſider'd as oppoſite 
to, or diſtinct in part or in whole trom the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel. 


But there 1s another view of it, and a much better 
proſpect, when 1t 1s repreſented as 1t was-intended 
to be a Diſpenſation preparatory and ſubordinate 
to the Goſpel : A Law of Lite and Manners , - 11-" 
prov'd, tulfi'd and enforced by our Saviour, who 
plentifully turniſhech outGrace andStrength,tocnable 
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9-04 dicitur 
7: ſtarmentum 

{ Vetus nift 0c- 

F cultatio Novi ? 
| Et quid eſt 

{ alrud qued dr- 
£1747 Noun 

| mſi Veteris 

| rcwelatio? 

| St. Aug.de Civ. 
{ Dei.l. 16,26. 


us to live up to'the/Preceptsof 1t-in an Evangelical * 


Perfection. ' And thus it will foon appear, that the 

Law.'1s not 'agatiiſt the Promiſes of God, according to 'S 
my Text.. :For we find our Bleſſed Saviour making ; 
a\folemn and very-carly Proxeftation, evenin his firit 
Sermon, . that he came mot to deftroy,. but to fulfil the 

Law, that nota jot of it ſhould: beuntulfll'd; that 4 
it 15 catjer for Heaven-und Earth to paſs away , than one 
tittle of the Law to fail.” And St; Paul eftabliſh'd the 
Chriſtian Faith by the Law of. Moſes, as well as by. the 
Prophets ; and thus now The Doers of the Law. ſhall be 
juſtified; and we read often of the Righteouſneſs of 
zhe Law, and that it 1s not made void through Faith : 
God forbid, fauh St, Paul, yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. 
And thus the Law 3s holy , and the Commandment þ6ly, 
and juſt and good. 0 Thus too 1t 18 Spiritual, tobe 
delighted in, aa Commandment ordain'd anto Life, 
and a" means to bring us unto Chriſt, King David 


bimnfelft, who compoſed fo many Hymns on pur- 


poſe to celebrateand adorn the Law;, and that Jon 

Alphabetical Ofonary, the 11 9th Pſalm, onthat fingle 
Sabject, could nor fay more in honour of it, than 
-what I have alrcady,, or may further be alledged 
for that. purpoſe, irom the Scriptures of theNew- 
-Teftament. Bur then. the-Law 18 underitood to be a 
kindof Goſpel, a Diſpenſacion typical and fiemfica- 
iveof Chriſt: According to what the 'Great- Father 
cells us*, That the Law was but the Gofpe/ mask'd;and 
the Goſpel nothingcl{e but the Law reveal'd. . Indeed 
the whole 01d Teftament, 11-a manner, 1s-a Myſterious 
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Shadow, a Propheticat and FigurativeReprefentation 
of the New: Which ſome obſerving, and finding 
what excellent uſe our Saviour and his Apoſtles made 
of the Hiſtory and- Prophecies of the one Teftament 
to confirm and illuſtrate the Doctrines of the other 5 
have indulged ſo long and unwarily to the con: 
temptation of the Allegorical, that they have quite 
neglected, and , at lait, utterly loſt and even re- 
nounc'd the firſt and Litera/ Sence. But this:1s an 
unreaſonable afftectation of ar extrayagantand ſot» 
Uh Extreme. - TU 


-.\.It was the infimite Wiſdom and Power of God, | 


thatfo contr.y'd, crdered, .and oyerrul'd Afﬀairs in 


the firlt Ages. of the World , that they nught aptly- 


prelude, rypifie,, and repreſent that great: Under- 


taking, which he was'to ſet. on foot 1n the latter 


Times. - Hereby making the Age of the Patriarchs 


and the Law, but.a long: Preface or Introduction to 
that of the Goſpel.” Indeed, to ſpeak properly ; we 
are to Date the Goſpel from the time of the firit 
Publication of it, which was immediately after the 
Fall, as we all. kaow:: From thac happy Moment all 


the hopes of Heaven, of a future Endleis Lite of 


Bliſs depended wholly on tne'Birth and Death. of . 
the Me/jias. Chriſhamity therefore commenced a- 

\ {bout Four Thouſand Years before the farſt Chriſtmas, 

I mean, betore the actual Incarnation and'/Nativty of Xin 

the Son of- God. It 1s then no Novel and Uptltart 4-6: 

. Doctrine,nota Modern or New 1nyented Duciphne; 


A 


-burtar che molt Ancient, the Sezor Religion of the 
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Almighty God; for wife and weighty Purpoſes, 
did not think fit to put the Goſpel Diſpenſation pre- 
ſently in practice, with all the Power and Demonſtra- 
tion, all the Luſtre and Advantages, with which, in 
the Fulneſs of time, it was to appear and be recom- 
meaded- tothe World. Thus Delay lett-room for 
many previous Paſſages and a preparative Diſpen- 
ſation,” which did help to introduce the Goſpel with 
the:more ethcacy.and glory. Hence we have great 
confirmation of our Faith from. many and plain 
Propbecies , whereby we are enabled eftectually to 
filence and ſhame Sr the Jewiſh and Heathen Ad- 
verfaries of. our Faith. For none now can reliſt the 
force 'and-clearnefs. of the, Evidence, that ariſeth 
thence; - but ſuch who wiltully ſhut their Eyes, and 


chuſe Darkneſs rather than Light It 1s to the great 


advantage of the Goſpel, that it ſucceeds the bur- 
denſom Oeconomy of the Law, the Pelagogy of 
which Diſcipline ſes off the grace and ſwcerneſs of 


thatLiberty, with which Chriſt hath made us free. 
'But tho the Mef7as was not. preſently to appear ;- yet 
--the Providence of God ſo order'd 1t, that almoſt 
©every- great Thing that hapned after the Fall ſhould 
conduce to make up a more ſolemn Apparatus and 


Sacred Pomp, as it were, to Uſher-forth the Great 
Bridegroom out of his Chamber, and introduce hun 


 anto the World. | 


The two firſt Notable Periods. are from, Mans 
baniſhment out of Paradiſe to the time of the Flood, 
and from thence to the g1ying of the Lay. In the 
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former, Mankind had many fad Proofs and Expe- 
riences 'of the corruption of their own Natural 
Inclinations, and conſequently of the great Necef- 
ſity. of a Saviour. Whilſt Almighty God thus #7 
times paſt ſuffer d all Nations to walk in their own ways, 
as St. Paul and Barnabas told the Men of Lyftra, he 
left not himſelf without Witneſs, though they were 
without Excaſe , but ſent unto them Enoch and Noah, 
and other Preachers of Righteouſneſs: fo thattheir 
Condemnation was molt juſt, and Death reigned from 
Adam unto Moſes, over them that had not ſinned after 
the ſimilitude of Adams Tranſgreſſton. This was fo 
Evangelical a Work, that St. Peter, according to a 
well grounded Interpretation of that ſomewhat 
obſcure place, ſeems to aſcribe it to Chriſt himſelf, 
who, by the Spirit, went and preached unto thoſe thar 
were dijobedient, when the Long-ſuſfering of God waited 
in the days of Noah. Indeed Repentance, and 
Mercy, and pardon of Sins were the pecuhar Con- 
ditionsof the Goſpel; Therefore it was very fit thar 
thoſe gracious Indulgences ſhould be tender'd to the 
World by the Author of the Goſpe/, the Mediator of 
that Covenant , even the Holy One of God: Bur 
this bountiful Offer was obſttnately rcje&ed by thar 
obdurate and irreclaimable Age. Upon this the 
Divine Juſtice proceeded to the long threatned 
Judgment , opened the Floodgates of Heaven, and 
ſhowred down Vengeance on the Rebellious World, 
in a Deluge of Waters, as he will, one day, of Fire, on 


\ 


unrepenting SINners. 
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© This was a ſerious and fad Period, and muſt not 
| paſs without anew Intimation of a Saviour. And 
JPer.3.21- accordingly we learn from Sr. Peter, that the Ark 
| floating on the ſurface of the Waters, and fo. pre- 
{crving Eight Perſons from che Common Ruine; was 
an carly Zype of Chriſtian Baptiſm, by which we are 
initiated '1nto. the Church, fhgmified by 'that Ark,  » 
which contain'd injit all che Church God then had 


in the World. - He had deſtroyed: the Enemies of 
this Litthe Flock by a mighty Ruine. And fo will 
it happen, but more eminently and compleatly , in 

the Anzitype.. None will eſcape the All-devouring 

Gulph, not of periſhing Waters, but of unquench- 

able Fire, but choſe only char get into the- 4r4,.of ; 
God, or, at leaſt, pur no wiltul Obſtacle or Bar | 

againſt their adnuſtion thereinto. +This Parallel-of 

the Ark and the Chnrch, together with: the. Doctrine n 
chat attends it, runs through the Writings of many | 
of the Ancient Fathers; but I mult not ſtay to 

trace 1t, or to lament, that ſo important a Point: 1s 

no. more canliderd than it feems to be in-this 
ETE”” _ 

 Thenext remarkable Adventure we meet with , is 

that of Babel, a fit Emblem (and fo received by the 

Church) of what was afterwards.tranſa&ted at Fera- 

falen. For as God then by dividing the Languages 

of the daring Builders, blaſted the infolent Attempt 

of that Reballious Crew ; ſo did He at the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, by Cloven and Divided Tongues, another . 
wonderful multiplication of Languages , baffle and. . 
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confound the, combined Oppoſition of Jews and 
_— agamſt himſelf and his-Holy' Child 7e- 
HS. | 
In the next place I may mention to you thoſe 
two famous Types and Forerunners of -Chriſt and 
the Chriſtian Faith, Melchiſedek and Abraham ; One 
of which bore the expreſs Character of our Savi- 
our's Perſon ; andthe Adyentures of the Other, toge- 
ther with thoſe of his Fanuly, made up a long 
and large Exemplitication of his Life and Doctrine. 
Abraham defired to ce the Day of the Meſſias, and he 


ſaw it and was glad: Herethen we have a Chriſtmaſs 1njotn 8.56. | 


the Old Teftament. For Abraham fſaw-this Day and” 

kept it holy : The Feaſt (i ſeems) rejoyc'd the Heart 

of that Great and Religious Prince. | He receiv'd' 

an explicit Promiſe of the Mefias, and that more%="23- 

than once, and had a Reveiation made to him of the 

Goſpel-flate. This was that Npwayyaw, Which the 

. Apoſtte reters to, when herclls us, That the Scripture, 

foreſeeing that God world juſtifie the Heathen" through <3 

_ Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, 

In thee ſhall all Nations be blefſed. Thus did Abraham 

become the Great Patriarch of the Chriſtian Faith, 

the' Father of the Faithful, an Honour not unworthy. 

the Friend of -God; as he 1s fhIV'd by God: him-. 

{elt. — | 
The Types are ſtill plainer as you deſcend/lower ; 

As m1 Haac his Son. bis only Son, we is4tif'd, the Son 

whom be loved , the Son' of the Promiſe , born, by 

Prophecy, the Prediction of an'Angel, of a Womb' 
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that' was dead, as was thar of Sarah; then led to- 
death with his Typical Croſs on his back, to be Sacri- 
ficed near the very place, where his great Archerype,, 
our bleſſed Redeemer, was afterwards actually Sacri- 
ficed upon the Croſs. The Day as well as your Pa- 
tience would fail me, if I ſhould tell of Sarahand 
Hagar and the Twelve Patriarchs. Indeed,the whole 
ſucceſſion of this Family ſeems defigned for ſo many 
Types and Symbols of the Meſſias and the Goſpel-Aate. 
Facoband Eſau in the Womb, and feveral Paſſages.of 
their Lives ſignified that Great Event,. which. was tb 
come to paſs in After-times, that the 7ounger ſhould. 
be prefer'd before the Elder, the Gentile ſhould get 
che Bleſſing from the Few; the very thing we hap- 
pily- experience at this Day. There was a famous 
Vilit of Angels, as-they areſtil'd, madeto Abraham 
long. before this, which I might have remembred 
toyou; of which, One 1s univerſally concluded to.. 
be the Son of God ; even He of whom afterwards. 


pena5-24. It i$faid; Febovah from Jehovah, the Lord from the-Lord* © 
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rained upon Sodom and: Gomorrha Brimſtone and Fire 
out of Heaven. And that Fire and Brimſtone, thar 
Sodom and Gomorrha are Types ſadly and certainly. 
ſignificative of that Infernal Lake of Fire and Brim-. 
ſtone, which. ſhall Eternally burn all thoſe.that 
reſiſt the merciful Overtures and Manifeſtations of 
the Goſpel. The famous Wreſtling of Facob with 
the Angel, interpreted by the. Ancients to be the Son: 
of God, ſery'd as.a Type of Chriſt's Sufferings and. 
Temptagions. - Foſeph was another remarkable Type 
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of Chriſt, as appears by his Bloody Coat, his Inno- 
cence; [is Chaſtity, his Sufferings, his Adyancement- 
unto Honour, and his Feeding of the People. 

And now we-are come within-view of-the So--- 
journing of the Children of Iſrael in' Egypt, and 
their Slavery there, a Subject which takes up'a' 
conſiderable part of the 04d Teſtament, and 1s copi-- 
ouſly inſiſted on 1n the New, for the Hiſtory and* 
Myſtical Interpretation of Kt: 7 | c 

F do not: pretend to lay down the Reaſons of 
Divine Wiſdom 1n {ſingling out one Famuly of the 
whole World, for the Object of his greateſt Mer-' 
cies, and his ſevereit Judgments. Such Speculations-- 
are apt to tempt Men to-yenture' too far; ahd fo -a: 
too curious Examination of the: Methods and Mo- - 
tives of Gods Wiſdom in the Adminiſtration of: the-: 
World. That's an Attribute out of our reach : 
Whatever Appcal he hath been -pleaſed*to make * 
to us: concerning: the 7 flize and; Equity "of i tis - 
Ways, I do not find,thathe cyer fubnutced/his Wiſdom» 
to-the Trial and Judgment of a: Man:. 'But thus it : 
actually was in the Cafe before us.. All Mankind . 
were equally the.Sons of 'God;z+ but'among(t all. 
theſe it pleaſed. him to pitch on 'the-Houſeof: Zacob,-. 
to makeit a Sign and an Exampleto the reſtof Men: . 
Upon theſe, on certain Conditions, he heaps mighty: 
and miraculous Mercies ;\/and; upon theſe, when: 
highly provok'd;. he paureth forth Ins Vengeance: int + 
_ dreadful and ftupendious Judgments. The{Acconnt:: 
_ of. this-tharr diverſe and double Condition wakes wp 


A Sermon Preached. 

the greateſt part of the Hiſtory and- Prophecies of 
the 01d Teſtament. The New gives us an account of 
the laſt Accempt of Heaven to reclaim that People, 
and:ot. their laſt concluding Provocation, the Mur- 
der.of their:Meftas ; which, as it was foretold, by 
filling up the Mcaſure of cheir Sins, ripened them for 
that wotul Final Deſolation of their People, Govern- 
ment, City and; Temple, which had been long before 
predicted by the Prophets, and was then more ex- 
preſly  forctold' and denounc'd by Chrift and his 
Apoſtles. All which ruine, the Romans, in Gods ap- 
pointed time, brought upon that Devoted People ; 
and the] World, at this Day, with aſtoniſhment be- 
halds ;. to which that forlora Narion hath been for- 
this\Siyteen Hundred Tears a Mocking, an Hifling, a 
By-word and an Abomination. 

This was: the People, that long continued the Type 
and;#1nblem; of the Chriſtian Church: And a litcle 
Conſideration will enable. us to'expound and apply 

- to: Hifi ſelves: the ſeveral: Diſpenſations of God: to: 
them.'- The Devil 1s the: afflicting Pharaoh; our 
Lyfts; arid Sins the: Taskmaſters and Bondage. The: 
Blaod''at (Chrift:1s the Red Sea; Redemption: tous, 
bairRuinew:the Devi and his Inftruments, Mofes - 
and-Fo/hnzh{did' evidently Perionate our Feſus"; that 
conductsus to the Land of: Canaan; the Heavenly - 
Ferufatem;,| through the:Walderneſs: of the World. . 
He 1s the Rock that 1s ſmircen for us,. and fupporteth:. 
us 1n-our Journey; - He is tho: Brazen Serpent litted + 
up on High -onithe Croſs., to. Cure: us:.of all the. 


» 


efors beer Ng. I. 
venemous and malignant bitings of the 01d Ser- 


ent. | 
- But, before we had brought the Iſraelites thus fat 
on this their Myftical March, we might have ob- 
ſerved the Blood ſprinkled on the Pots: their Doors, 
to ſecure them from the Stroak of the Deſtroying | 
Angel; as hikewiſe their Paſchal Lamb, of which not +. 
a Bone muſt be broken any more than of the Lamb of . | 
God, But their Food from Heaven , their Celeſtial 
Manna did plainly figmifie that true and living Bread, 
which came down from Heayen', and which ſtands 
now upon our A/tars prepared for the Spiritual rs-. 


paſt of - Devout Recervers. = a 
But I muſt not ſtay to enlarge on ſo known a 
Theme. -trenxrs tells us, in ſhort, that the coming Yn, ame 


ex Agypto 


torth of that Pcople out of Egypt, and their whole mieviofur 
Progreſs; was ordain'd by God ro be a Type and 2. 
Repreſentation of the Original and Progreſs'of the F,mor 
Chriſtian Church, which was to be gathered from / mew 
among the Gentiles. But it will concern us to haye Ls: =” 
a care, that we do not carry on the Metaphor too far, 457 
and provoke God, as thoſe 7ypical Chriſtians did, by 
_—_ and Rebellion; For the Author of the 

Epiſtle to the Hebrews obſerves, that the Carkdſes of te3.17,18. 
thoſe that ſud, fell in the Wilderneſs,God having ſworn 


| that they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 


Thus have - we taken an haſty View of. much 
above two Thouſand Years, ſo thick ſer with Figu- 
rattye Indications of the Kingdom. af.che. Maas 


| 
| 
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that itlooks like the very Age of Chriſt himſelf, the 


Copy or Pattern of the Goſpel. And it was, indeed, 


a kind of Prinutive.or Patriarchal Chriſtendom. So 
that when our Saviour teok our Elch upon him, 
and, as on This Day, appeared upon Earth 1n order to 
the eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel in all its parts, He 
was but-arantuo©; as Exſebius cxpreſicth it, a Reſtorer 
of the moſt Ancient Religion, that which had been 
the Religion of the World before Moſes. 

By this Order and Diſpoſition of things God 
made it manifeſt that the Law., as meerly Poſitive, 
was not neceſlary to Salvation, that Man could be 
well without it, chat it was to be but a long Paren- 
theſis, asit were, [between the firſl and ſecond Chriſten- 


dom, the Age of: the Patriarchs and that of the Meſ- 


fras, ſomething that might have been left out, and 
well ſpared, as for any 1ntrinſecal Excellency of its 


own; a meccr Interim , an Expedient for the preſent, 


akind of Interregnum, or a Temporary Conſtitution. 
And, indeed, the whole Frame of 1t Jook'd forward, 


.and was apparently founded on Relation ; the chict- 
eſt uſe of 1t being to point and direct to a berter 


Covenant, ſomething greater and more deſirable than 
itſelf, If you abſtract it from that Typical and Re- 
Litive reſpect, it will foon appear much unworthy of 
its Great Author, the molt zr7/ling as well as the moſt 
burdenſom Conſutution that cyer was. So that it is 
no wonder thatthe Heathens tound it cafie to pick 
Quarrels with it, and .raiſc Objections againſt ur. of 
that nature. Theſe Philo, amongtt others, learnedly 
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labours to remove, but all in vain, becauſe he him- 
{clf was a Stranger to the true uſe and figmfication 
of the Law. 

That it was mutable,not eſtabliſhed as a neceſlary, 
or intended for a perpecual Rule, may be colle&ted 
even from the lateneſs of ' its Date. Had it been 
otherwiſe, God would not have ſuffer d the Re- 


nowned Patriarchs of the former Periods to have been 


19norant of 1t; .thoſe Illuſtrious Heroes I mean, to 
whoſe Faith and Vertue he himſelt gave ſuch ample 
and honourable Teſtimony. Nor after the Law 
given, do we find that the negle&t of its poſitive 
Preſcripts was ever objected to thoſe Nations, whoſe 
Sins were yer diſtinctly reckon'd up by the Prophets 
that were ſent unto them, as the Ninevites, Egyptians, 
Chaldeans, Idumeans, Meabites, and ſuch others. 

The expiration of the Inftitutions peculiar to the 
Law was not fo properly their deſtruction or abo- 
lition, as their accompliſhment, conſummation, and 
attainment of that End for which they were by 


God inſtituted and intended. What was meerly Sha- 


dow, muſt needs become uſeleſs, and yanihh at the 
appearance of the Subſtance. Yet ſeveral Uſages 
and Inſtitutions under the Law were adopted and 
introduc'd into the Church, being by our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles improv'd and ſublimated into a more 
Reaſonable Service. Circumciſion was advanced into 


2 better Sacrament, more uſetul , more eafie, more 
extenlive in its Application. The Sabbath became 


the Lords-Day, on whuch, as it is the Seventh part of 
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Lev. 16.20, 21. 


Mark 1.12. 


{John 1.29. 


Time, we al commomorate Gods Reſt ()6k - the 2, 
Seventh Day ; and as 1t 15 the FarftAd wor the W, d&; 3 
we celebrate our Redemption from pi | -. 1 

Bondage, and the full Afſurgne#&fa'c Vis. 
E&tory over Deathrand the Graveray he: j_ 7 26. Pda _. 
of our Lord on that Day, b/chertforeti 5 bes . 


come to us a greater Feajft eatr 
_—— ſexve on theit Sabbath. Thegtea 


ment, as. well as all other: blaody: Ties of che - oy 


Law, was:finally accompliſhed: oii 'the Croſs; and: 
the memory of That , the Charch folemaly reeol: 
lets on Good-Friday. Bur in chis Feaſtof che Arones 
ment there was ſomething peculiar-and of. yery ex+ 
traordinary ſignification, that of the Srape-Goar, 1 
mean, on which Aaron was to lay lis hands, and 
confeſs over him all the Iniquities of the Children 
of Iſrael, putting them on the bead of the Goat 5 and 
then ſend him into the Wilderneſs. Thus was Chriſt,on 
whom God {aid the Iniquities of us all, preſently aftet 
his Baptiſm, led into the Wilderneſs, carrying with 
him all the Sins that had been confeſs'd by Zeruſatem 
and Judah at St. Johns Baptiſm: And thus iris, that 


(not the Goat, indeed; but) the Lamb of God takes 


away. the Sins of the World, as the Baptiſt had decla- 
red concerning him. I. am\ſenſible, ae the pleaſant 
contemplation of thefe D1 vine Myſteries would cafily 
tranſport me beyond the proportion of theTime: 
muſt not therefore inſiſt upon any of therelt:Nor on 
Aaron the HighPrieſt Js Myſterious Veſtments,wnd more 
td we C 44 mh ; nor any of the Oral Prophecies 

CON- 


- thei and the_ Prophets down to the 
expres TeRtimony WE: Se 7ohn. Baptift, the inme- 
diate Harbinger and Forerunner of the Lord. And 
F atn 'furc F need not put you in mind of that 
yo which 1s daily in your” Ears, the melody of the 
= Pſalms, thoſc lofty infpired Hymns, which are at 
bY... once a'very Hiftory of the Birth , Life and Death of 
_ the Meftzs, and alſo the moſt feryent Petitions, and 
--deygurett ſtrains of Thankſgiving , that the Mouth 
of/Man can utter or his Heart conceive. | 
Thus Great, thus Holy, thus Divine are the Tri- 
umphs of this Day. Ic is the Birth-day of GOD, 
the New-birth of the whole World. Ir is the Day 
which the Lord hath made, and winch Abraham ſaw. 
It 1s not a Private or a Modern Feaſt : We have 
heard already that it is as Ancient as the Fall of 
Adam : Nay, we read of Grace given in Chriſt Feſas . Tim.1.g. 
before the World began , according to the Eternal purpoſe zyieC.3.11. * 
which God purpoſed in Chriſt Foſs" Our Lord. That 1s 
what was from all Eternity decreed, and preſently 
after the beginning of Time happily put in practice. 
For Chriſt 1s the Way and the Door, by which both 
the firſt and laſt Man and all other that come thither 
muit enter Heaven. © Nether is there ſalvation in any *% 4%: 
other :- for there is noxe other Name under Heaven given 
among Men, * whereby Adam or any. of his Oft-ipring 
have or can'beſaved. © God himfeclf theretore could 
not apply more ſeaſonable or effe&tnral Comfort to 
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our drooping Parents, languiſhing and aſtoniſhed 
tinder the ſhame and horrour of their Fall, than to 
tell them of the Seed of the Woman, the wonderful 
Birth of this Day. Thus do bah our Teftaments run 
one.into theother : They exhibit one and the fame 
thing, even the Ccnmen Salvaticn, only under diverſe 
circumſtances ſuitable to the differences of Perſons 
"Ol | and Time. (a) The ſubſtance of 
{s) Univs igitur & ejuſdem ſubſtantia ſunt b | 
enmucen.ady, Hareſlib. 4.cap. 21. things 1s the ſame both in the 0/4 
Þ) ie amend Fire, abenin gþ'- AN the New Teflament : (b) It is 
dem proferentem Nows decuit, ſed umm ©& G6 and the fame Great Houft older 
erndem. 1d.ibid. St.Matt.1 3.52. | : | ; 
| that brings forth things both new 
and old; as Trenzus applicth, to this Matter, that Pa- 
's quidem &- adhuc: indiſciplinatis rable of GUT Lord. (c) The ſame. 
Ne nem nrodens Leger, iberir ourem & LOFd and Chriſt is exhibited . in 
Do en iran hereditarem,&6 bes both the Books, diſpenſing to his 
Children and Seryants Laws and 
Rules ſuitable to their ſeveral Capacitics and Ages. 
Well may we therefore be filld both with wonder 
and delight, when we litten to the raviſhing Harmo- 
| 11]. ny of thoſe two Books of God, 
EY Mi dial fe cer (d)An Employment and Contem- 
—— rot; wi v5 imgeris, plation, in the Opinion of St. Au- 
| ſtim, to be preter'd before the 
(e) Nonne tanquam duo Seraphim, &c,. St. . 
Angad Jan.Epift. 1 19. peaceable enjoyment of the Em- 
pire of the whole World. (e) Do 
not the two Teſtaments, ſays he, as the two Seraphims, 
call andcry to oneanother, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
of Sabaoth? That great and good Man ſeems to 
hayewrought himſclf up 1nto a kind of Tranſport 
31b: a 


ſftrufted unto the Kingdom of Heaven , and , like the 


Guide walks before us, and we cannot mts either of 
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or Ecitaſie by dwelling long and thinking deeply on - 
ſuch things as theſe. | 

From the Conſiderations which I have now 
mentioned, and very-many ſuch like , which, in this 
yvalt and inexhauſtible Subject , may be brought to 
illuſtrate one 7eſtament by the other, I might ob- 
ſerve, as Irenzus on the ſame occaſion 1n the place 
forecited , and alſo the 43 Chapter of that Book, 
how juſtiy our Saviour requires, that his Diſciples 
and Apoltles, who went to inſtruct others in the 
Chriſtian Faith, ſhould themfſelyes be Scribes well in- 


Great Maſter of the Family, able to bring forth our 
of their Treaſure zhings newand old; that is (faith, | 
the Excellent Writer) without all diſpute the Old and 1 Thſaur pre- 


'ferunt Nova Of 


the New Teſtament. Very pleaſant it is, and a great 7ecra,fne cn. | 
ſatisfaction to conſider, that we are in the ſelf ſame 7pmme*® | 
way to Heaven, which the firſt and beſt of Men have «® 
ſo happily crodden; and with this advantage to us, 
that now 1t 1s become far more viſible and plain. It 
was only deſcrib'd at a diſtance, ſhewn and pointed 
at to them ; but we are brought and led into it, and 
may diſcern the very Footſteps of our Sayiour, and 


tread 1in them too, if it be not our own fault. The 


our Way or our Reward at the End of it, if we do 
but follow our Leader, the Victorious Captain of our 
Salvation. p 

There was never at any time but one true Reli- 
gionin the World, and that ſince the Fall has been 
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no other but Chriſtianity either ſhadowed and' cover- 
ed, or open and like it {el There is no difference 
between Iſrael of 01d, and -the preſent" Iſrael of God, 
but a few- years and a clearer Revelation. * They had 


another Law, indeed, but that. did them no good; 


nor 'affordeJ-any true Comfort, but as it was {weet-' 
ned and iwnprov'd -by a Saviour, But now the: 


Righteouſneſs of God without the Law is manifeſted, being' 


witneſſed by the Law and. the Prophets. They were to 


expect no remiſſion of Sins without ſhedding of Blood: © 


But it is impoſſible that the blood of Bulls and Goats 


ſhould take away ſin. Theretore,we are ſanflified through 3 
the offering .of the Body of Feſus - Chriſt once: for all © 
\ There 18a Chriſtmaſs 1n both the Teftaments:: The firſt 


Authors of Mankind, 'our Fathers, both before and 
after the Flood, could not be happy by any other 
means than we their late Poſterity, or as St. Peter ex- 
preſleth it, inthe firſt General Council; *Throzgh the 


Grace of our Lord Feſas Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved even as 


they. St. Juſtin Martyr in his Dialogue with Tryphon 
the Few proves, that Chriſtians are properly the Iſrae- 


Tites,from ſome places in 1ſaiah, as alfo trom the No+ 


tation of the word; A Notion, in the main of it, 
confirmed by our Saviour and his Apsfiles, in whar 
they teach concermng the Seed of Abraham , of 


| Traelites indeed , and the Circumciſion of the Heart, 1 


have not time to repeat the 7exts. The Sum 1s, that 
Chriſt was at the bottom, and at the end of all : * Our 
claim and theirsis in and through one and the: fame 
Meſſias, who tenders Salvation equally to all tharwill 


_-— 


: Ie 
LOTS. EO LS FI 4 OO 


LIN 


—_ a bas av pms OY Ae pe on 0» nl eng 


29 


| ——————————— 6 Gi _ ct Oe 23.2 = 
before the KING. 


accept of it'on his own beſt, that 1s, Evangelical 
Terms. The Parriarchs and Prophets as well as A- 
poſtles and other Chriſtians, were ſaved by Faith in 
Chrift, . s the Early Martyr. * Igzatins avers. in * [16 m., 
ſeveral places of his Epiſtles z aid rhe fame 1s at large vr. tgna. 
rov'd by Jreneus : And Clemens of Alexandria in iii mes. 
ho Sixth Book of Stomata hath the ſame, with [2+<p3- 
ſomething more of. his own concerning Chriſts de- 
ſcending-inco Hell , which! I ſhall not offer unto 
on 7 ©: | * 

/ But thus have we ſeen, that whatſoever things were roms.4.- 
wriften 'aferetime, were written for our learning , that 
when.the Veil us raken from the Face of ' Meſes , he 
ſhines forth nothing but Grace and Goſpe/: And this - . _ + 
Peil is now done away in Chrift : Ta Chritt, I ſay, The 2 Cor3.14. - 
Almighty God , the Everlaſting Father , the Prince of »c«.9.6. 
Peace, Alpha and Omega , the Firſt and the Laſt, the Be- 
gtnning.and the End, who was, and who is, 4nd who is th 
come; the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever ; the Hev.13.3. 
Almighty Child of this Day. A Day fo plainly tore- 
told by the Ancient Prophets ,. particularly by the 
Greatly beloved Daniel Five Hundred years before the Dans, 
titrie, that che whole People of the Jews were in cager 
| Expectation, and even on the gaze for their Meſ- 

ſeas at the very time when he appeared in the Work. 
+» And ye,alas! though he ſtood full before them, - 

and their Great Bap1ift pointed ar Him, -proclanming 

aloud that it was He; though the Devils falling 

down betore him, or flying trom him in groans an 


yells, publiſhed who! He was, and He himſelf a | 


Aeon, mo 
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vouch'd the fame thing, and teltified-it both by 
Word and Deed ; yet did their Sins make the Old - 
Curſe ſtick-ſo cloſe to them, their Heart ſo fat, their 
Ears fo hedvy , and their Eyes ſo dim, that they ni 
derſtood not-what they heard, nor perceived what they 
 faw... No'/noiſe of Prophecies and Miracles could 
wake them out of their Golden Dreams of a Tem- 
oral triumphant Prince , with Earthly Crowns and 
Scepters, Dominion and Greatneſs : | Such muſt their 
Meſſias be and bring, or he 1s no Meſſzas for their 
purpoſe. FO REKBRR ot: Oh. 
- *Buthess for ours, I hope, cyen juſt ſo as hedid 
and was to come into the World. Bat then, What 
manner 'of - perſons ought we to be in all holyconverſation 
and godlineſs ? It was the folly and nufery of Gods 
firſt People the Fews, that they truſted to their Privi- 
legeof being ſo ſtil'd , they took up with that and 
gloried: abundantly in the Temple ofthe Lord, 
without eyer conſidering what. great Obligations 
were thereby laid on them for Holineſs and Obedi- 
ence. A Prince has little reaſon to be fatisfied with 
.: the loud Profeſſions of Loyalty and Obedience from 
ſuch: as take no care to expreſs thoſe boaſted Vertues 
in any thing but in words: Nor will the King of 
Kings accept_ of the demure Hypocrifte of thoſe, 
who, as the Prophet expreſſeth it, Come before him 
as his People cometh, and ſitand hear but will not 
do. It 1s: Mockery and not Religion to have Lord, 
Lord inthe Mouth, and no fear and reyerence of him 
anthe Hearr. . Judas could cry Maſter, Maſter, when 
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hekifsd his Lord and then berraycd him... If, 1:he a 
Maſter where is "my Fear, ſaith the:Lord of Hoſts. We 
areall ready toclaim a ſhare in the Mercics and Blef- 
{ings of” this Day, ſome intereſt 1n, and relation to the 
Saviour,. that was born 4n the Gary of David, even 
Chriſt the Lord: We are willing to take our deno- 
mination from hun, at the leaſt ; we would be call'd 
Chriſtians, and he muſt be cſtecm'd and ſtil'd our 
Lord.. But hedifowns and renounces all ſuch Rela 
tion and even Acquaintance with thoſe that canform ..:....: 
not to his Laws. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, ſays he, and 6.40: 
do not the things which T ſay : 1, know not whence you are; © 
depart from me all ye workers of Iniqujty, That peculiar 
People of God found by woful experience, that he is 
10 reſpeter of perſons, but that in every Nation he that 
feareth him and worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted of him. 
And that it is moſt juſt for God fo to do, feems to.be 
the main dehign_ of chat ſo much diſputed and mi- 
ſtaken Chapter , the Ninth of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans £ Bur, if God ſpared not the Naturab branches, on 
the like. proyocations, .moſt certainly , he. will nor 

are us. And, if they eſcaped not, who refuſed bimthat 
Pak on Earth, muth more hall not we eſcape, if we turn 
away from him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, , The Pro- 
tniſe was made unto Abraham and to. his Sced, nat.the 
Natural Seed of his Body, but the Children of ,his 
Faith 2 For they which are off the Faith, the Jame are the 
Children of Abraham ;, we are told in this Chapter of 
my Text. Andit wedo the Works of Abraham, then 
are we the Children of Abrabam,according to the clti- joms.;9 
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* anything unbecoming the. 
* his Nature.  Hedid nor the 


"nation of chr Bleſſed Saviour, who beſt could judge 


of ſuch a marrer. Itis greatly our concern then to 
clear upour Title to rhe Saviour of this Day, which 


"can no way be done but by the obſervation of his 


Laws, the imitation of his Prattice, and walking wor- 
thy of him, who hath called us with an holy Calling : 
This 1s truly to keep Chriſtmaſs, the moſt Chriſtian, 
and to God the moſt acceptable way of celebrating 
the Nativity-of our Lord. St. Pas docs not only 


aſſure us , that whatſcever things were written afore-- 


time were written for CUT learn; : but more particu- 
larly, that the Punifhmenrs of the Jews were record- 


ed,that they might be Examples to 15; nay,that they 
bapned unto them | for examples, and are written for our 
admonition. Therefore that I may (till ufe the words 


of that Apoſtle 'of the Gentiles, Letatot us tempt Chriſt, 
as ſome of them alfo tempted and were defrayed. = 
 What'can we imagine was.the meaning of. this 
Eternal Conſultation of Heaven, this operoſe Pro- 
viſion,and almoſt nnconceivahle 
was made to bring abouetliewoi 
ſwelFd as 'it is with Mlzgcle$iof-- 

conceive, that God, Who neyer necdlefly contradicts 
or diſcompoſeth the 'Order 'that ' he himſelf - hath 
eſtabliſh'd in Nature,would thus heap Wonder upon 
Wonder for mean and.litde 


x.deſcend from his-Eter- 
na] Throne, and ſtep into the Womb of a poor Vir- 
gin, become an impotent Infant, and a Man as mi- 
: ſcrable 


Condeſcention that - 
wandrous Day,big and. 
t-VICICY. We cannot. 


urpoſes, much Jeſs for - 
firity .and. Perfection of. 
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ſcrable as Earth and Hell could make him, meerly 
| that afterwards, there might ariſe a Generation of 
| Men who ſhould be only fti/'d Chriſtians. The Effect 
y was to bear more proportion tothe Cauſe. The deſign 
of Heaven was upon our Natures, not our Names. 
God propos'd to himſelf the Salvation of our Souls, 
| and.,in order thereunto,zo redeem us from all iniquity,and Tiz.14. - 
=. purifie to himſelf a People zealous of good works. He took 
| our Nature upon him, that we night take his, that ts, 
be made partakers of the Divine Nature and Eternal . 
Glory. For theſe great Purpoſes he liv'd and died; . 
for this he preach, publiſhed and bequeath'd to the | 
"F | World the molt perfect Precepts, the moſt incompa- 
rable Example, the moſt glorious Pronuſes, the moſt 
dreadful Threatnings, together with all ſort of the 
e moſt inviting,coftyincing, and perſwafive Arguments, . 
that the Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power of Heaven . 
ik, could contrive and furniſh out for the benefit . of: 
Mankind. <.-: 
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May we th fore all ſincerely endeavour to caſt away 
| the Works of Darknaſg end. upon us the Armour of 
| Light, now in the timewfetivs* Mortal Life, inwhich our 
| Saviour rame to viſit us in great humility , and let us 

purifie ox, ſelves even as he 1s pure, that in the laſt day ? 
when he ſhall come again with power and great glory, we - 
4 may be made like unto him in his Eternal and Ghrious + 
, Kinodom,where he now ligeth and reigneth with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, to Fit undivided and ever-bleſſed - 
Trinity be all Honour and Glory, Power and Dominion, , 
n0w and for ever. Amen. 
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